
This cartoon is useful for stimulating broad discussion on housing
issues and government housing policy.
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Introducing the Topic

All over the world millions of people lack the
security, privacy and comfort of a decent
home. They live in dilapidated flat complexes,
in hostels, in makeshift huts, in rundown mod-
ern estates, in refugee camps, in overcrowded
squatter settlements, in shantytowns or on the
street. Many suffer ill health and stress and may
live in constant fear of eviction, violence, 
disease or even death.

Shelter is a fundamental right under the United
Nations Declaration of Human Rights and
under the European Covenant of Social and
Political Rights. The United Nations declared
1987 International Year of Shelter for the
Homeless to mark the start of a campaign that
ran until the year 2000. Today the global 
housing crisis remains. According to the UN,
almost one billion people now live in the
world’s slums.

Aim of Workshop

This workshop sets out to explore the human
need for the security of a home, as well as to
examine the scale of the global housing crisis
and its impact on people. It also looks at how
people can challenge government housing
policy and create their own solutions.

Objectives

To enable participants to

• Reflect on the value of home in meeting
human needs for shelter, security, good 
health, etc.

• Gain insight into the scale of the housing 
crisis in Ireland and globally

• Gain insight into housing conditions in the
South.i

• Explore innovative solutions to housing 
problems

• Map the housing situation in their own 
community

• Plan action on housing needs in their own 
community or elsewhere

Materials Needed for Workshop

• Flipchart and markers

• One red and one yellow sheet of paper for 
each participant

• Handout 4, Part I and Part II

• Handout 5
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Workshop in Summary

1. Introduction and opening exercise: 
a sound sculpture of ‘Home’

20 mins

2. Brainstorm: Maslow’s hierarchy or 

ladder of needs. What needs does 

‘Home’ fulfil?

20 mins

3. Small group work:mapping housing in 

your community

35 mins

4. Break
30 mins

5. Quiz: the scale of the housing crisis in 

Ireland and globally

20 mins

6. Housing solutions: using Handout 4, 

Part I and Part II

30 mins

7. Taking action:what can we do? 

15 mins

8. Closing exercise: read The Cooking 

Pots story from Handout 5 

10 mins

Total: 3 hours

Workshop in Detail

1. Introduction and opening exercise:
sound sculpture of ‘home’

Begin by explaining the purpose of the session.
Then ask participants to create a sound 
sculpture of ‘home’. This exercise should give
people a chance to reflect on what ‘home’
means to them. Ask each person to think of a
sound they associate with ‘home’, for exam-
ple, the zip of a remote control, the ticking of 
a clock, a dog barking, a snatch of dialogue.
Ask each participant to move one by one into
the centre of the room, repeating their sound
continuously. By the time everyone is in the
centre of the room there should be quite a
racket! When finished give everyone a
chance to say how they felt about the exer-
cise: what, if any, feelings or impressions were
evoked for them?

2. Brainstorm: 
Maslow’s hierarchy or ladder of 
needs 

Brainstorm the idea of ‘home’ placing the
groups’ responses on a flipchart. Pin this up
where everyone can see it. Using Facilitator
Sheet 5 draw Maslow’s ladder of needs on the
flipchart. Use the ideas from the brainstorm to
identify the needs that a home can fulfil, (e.g.
shelter, security, health, self-expression).Explain
each step on the ladder as you go up the hier-
archy of needs. Ask participants if they think
that all housing can be called ‘home’. Are
there needs that are threatened by poor hous-
ing? For example, a person housed in an area
where drug dealing is common place, or
someone living on the side of the road, may
not feel that they, or their family, are secure.
Alternatively, this exercise could be done in
small groups. If you have time you could also
look here at the different concepts of home in
different cultures. For example, to a settled
person a caravan is likely to be seen as noth-
ing more than a holiday home, whereas for a
Traveller, it may represent the means by which
they can live a nomadic lifestyle. There are a
number of photo packs that you could use to
do this; see the Resource Guide at the end of
this workshop. 



3. Small group work: mapping housing
in your community

Divide the large group into smaller groups of
four or five. Ask each group to draw a map, on
flipchart or other paper, of their community,
indicating the different types of housing there
(e.g. public, private, apartments, flat complex-
es, hostels, halting sites, etc.). Ask each group
to discuss and indicate which type of housing
they see as best and worst for fulfilling the
needs discussed above. This will raise issues
about poor housing and facilities in the com-
munity. It’s important to remember that some
participants maybe in poor or crisis housing 
situations themselves and may want to discuss
it. Allow time also for the group to give feed-
back on what improvements they’d like to see
in the area. Document these on the flipchart.
Mention that they will be looking at some alter-
natives later. You may need to refer people to
services (see Resource Guide) you could also
suggest bringing in someone from the local
authority to whom the group could express
general concerns. 

4. Break

5. Quiz: the scale of the housing crisis 
in Ireland and around the world 

Explain that the quiz is not a competition but
just a way of hearing some of the many facts
about the global housing crisis. Give each par-
ticipant a red and a yellow piece of paper.
Red indicates true and yellow indicates false.
Using Facilitator Sheet 8, ask people to indi-
cate whether they think the answer to each
question in the quiz is true or false using the red
and yellow sheets of paper. After participants
have given their answer support the correct
answer with information following the quiz
questions on Facilitator Sheet 8. Ask the 
participants to discuss their response to the
information given on the housing crisis both 
in Ireland and around the world. 

6. Housing solutions: true stories from
around the world

People around the world have come up with
alternative solutions to their housing needs
that challenge, bypass or force a change in
government policy. Handout 4 contains some
examples from Ireland, Britain, Brazil and India.
Give each group one scenario (Handout 4, 
Part I) and ask them to come up with a possible 
solution(s) to the housing problem. Allow each
group to feedback to the larger group on what
the problem was and what, if any, potential
solutions they had. Next give each group the
next part of their scenario (Handout 4, Part II)
and give the groups a chance to discuss the
outcome in each situation.

7. Taking action: what can we do?

From the earlier exercise looking at housing in
the community, people will have talked about
some of the changes or improvements they
would like to see in terms of housing in their
area. Plan with the group how they can have
these opinions heard. They may like to make a
presentation to the local authority or to a local
development agency or worker. Make sure
people know where to go for help with 
housing situation, e.g. local authority housing
officer, local representatives, or housing 
associations such as Threshold, Simon, Focus
Ireland; contact details are in the Resource
Guide. Many areas also have Local
Development Plans, which are part of the
National Development Plan. Information on
plans for your area is available from the local
authority and local development agencies
and perhaps local projects. See Facilitator
Sheet 7 for more information on the
government housing policy in Ireland. 

8. Closing exercise: Handout 5: 
The Cooking Pots 

Distribute Handout 5. Read it out loud and ask
participants to reflect on the story and to
briefly give any comments on the story. 

page 39 Workshop 3



page 40 Connecting Communities

Ideas for Action

❂ Refer anyone with special needs on to 
the local authority, housing association,
local representatives.

❂ Invite someone from the local authority 
to hear the group’s views on housing or to
answer questions. The group will need time
to prepare for this. It is not the ideal way to
deal with individual cases so the group
should discuss the more general situation
and issues they would like to raise.

Participants in LYCS presented their opinions
on the relationship between the community
and the local authority and on what they
would like to see change to a representative
of the local authority. They also prepared 
and asked a series of questions on housing
policy such as why houses are left empty for
long periods and why there is no rent control.

❂ Invite someone from a housing charity 
to discuss housing rights and share the
group’s local knowledge with them.

❂ Conduct a more in depth community
mapping exercise, highlighting problems
and opportunities (such as boarded up 
and empty buildings) and lobby the local
authority and local representatives with 
the information.

❂ Find out more about groups like MST in
Brazil and Sparc in India (see Facilitator
Sheet 6 for background information).

❂ Do a photographic project on housing in
the community and organise an exhibition.

❂ Join or start a housing action campaign.

❂ Take part in the Simon Community’s 
campaign to make housing a right under
Irish law.

Exploring Things Further

• Explore attitudes to and issues for people
who are experiencing homelessness.

• Explore the impact of housing problems 
on women and children and explore the
central role of women in developing the
housing solutions described above.

• Watch a movie or video, which gives an
insight into housing and living conditions in 
Brazil (see the Resource Guide). All of the 
ones mentioned here have subtitles, which
will present a problem for people with 
literacy difficulties. You could read subtitles 
aloud.



Handout 4 (Part I)
Posing the Housing Problem

St Ultan’s, Dublin

The residents of St Ultan’s were tenants of the local authority, Dublin Corporation (now Dublin
City Council).  The corporation had sold off their building to a private developer.  The developer
planned to knock down the 33 flat block and build a multi-million pound apartment complex.
The tenants now faced eviction and rehousing.Some were unhappy with their prospective new
homes.  For others, this would mean an indefinite stay in a hostel.

Southern Brazil

Brazil is one of the biggest economies in the world but is also one of the most unequal.  About
20% live below the national poverty line and 16 million survive in extreme poverty. (World Bank)
There is huge inequality in terms of land use, with much land taken up with growing export crops
instead of sustaining local people. 

In the early 1960s the Governor offered peasants in the state of Rio Grande do Sul unused land
from large estates.  A military coup in 1964 put an end to this.  The land was given back to the
rich landowners and the peasants were forced off.  The landless had few options, but to leave
Brazil, to travel far to the hot and humid Amazon or to invade the land reservations of the
indigenous people.  Many simply camped on roadsides.

Mumbai, India

In Mumbai, 8 million of the 20 million inhabitants are slum dwellers. Whole families, known as
Pavement Dwellers, live in makeshift shelters on the footpaths and make their living on the
street.  For years they have faced regular demolition of their homes by the city authorities.  

Yoker, Glasgow

The residents of a block of tenement flats in Yoker, Glasgow, lived in terrible conditions. The roof
leaked, windows were falling out, plaster was falling from the walls and floorboards were rotten.
The back walls were coming away and had to be held in place by huge wooden props.
Electric wiring was old and most flats had no hot water and only one socket.  The flats were
freezing, damp and dangerous and they were getting worse.  

The residents continually asked for repairs to be done but their landlord lived far away and 
didn’t seem to care. He never agreed to have major repairs done.  
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Handout 4 (Part II)
Housing Solutions

St Ultan’s, Dublin

A number of residents refused to move and barricaded themselves into their flats.
Helped by other local residents and local activists and representatives, they mounted
a permanent picket to prevent bailiffs from entering. They organised a public meeting
to highlight the issue and build support. Local shops helped out with food and people
tooted their car horns in support.  After three weeks the local authority agreed to buy
back the building and to refurbish the flats.  

Source: Residents of St. Ultans. See also Evening Herald 21 June 1999 for example.

Southern Brazil

The Landless Workers Movement (MST) was formed in 1985 when hundreds of landless
people got together, took over an unused plantation in the south of Brazil and set up 
a co-operative community there. They gained title to the land in 1987. Since then hun-
dreds and thousands of families occupied and gained title to unused land. They
created strong communities with food co-ops, small agricultural industries, schools
and literacy programmes. For many their incomes are much improved. MST used to
their advantage a part of the Brazilian constitution which states that land that is not
being farmed can be used for ‘social purposes’, but it has taken this kind of cam-
paigning and action to get this principle put into practice.  

However their success has come at a cost.  Despite the fact that the law is on their side,
thousands of people died as a result of this struggle, in clashes with police and landown-
ers. 

Sources: www.mst.org; www.christianaid.org.uk; Cutting the Wire: The Story of the Landless Peasant

Movement in Brazil, Sue Branford and Jan Rocha 2002.



Mumbai, India

In response they formed collectives such as the National Association of Slum Dwellers.
They began by organising picnics to vacant lands in the city.  The picnics provided an
opportunity to survey these lands.  They checked out who owned the land, whether
they were serviced by water and electricity and whether there were schools, health
centres and opportunities for work nearby.  

With their homework done the people were more confident in dealing with the state.
Next they started savings groups for housing, learned construction skills and began to
build a movement focused on gaining secure shelter for the poor of the city.  They
translated their dream homes into life-size models.  

Now they have a voice and are able to negotiate with the city authorities rather than
just be at their mercy. These days many people are resettled in secure housing in
strong communities.  Even though it’s been a long struggle the pavement and slum
dwellers believe that standing together and helping each other ensures that one day
all of them will have a decent home.

Source: Society for the promotion of Area ResourceCentres - www.sparcindia.org. December, 2003

Yoker, Glasgow

The desperate residents began a rent strike. After a couple of months their landlord 
hit back, serving everyone with eviction notices. The tenants approached the housing
charity Shelter for advice and together they spoke to Glasgow District Council. The
council agreed to order the landlord to carry out repairs. But still nothing was done.
Shelter suggested that the residents should form a housing association and try and
buy the tenements so that they could repair them themselves. That’s how Yoker
Housing Association was born.  

It was a difficult struggle. It took some time to find out who the real landlord was, but
when they did they travelled to London to meet him. He didn’t want to sell or to repair
the flats. The determined residents said that the landlord was getting rich from other
people’s misery and demonstrated outside his house. They went to parliament and
got their MP to ask questions about the landlord in the House of Commons. He agreed
to sell and the tenants bought. That was just the beginning though. They got money
from the council to do repairs and to landscape the area. They learned how to work
with architects and builders, how to understand plans and surveys and how to look
after thousands of pounds.  Since then they have built their own housing estate, 
community centre and enterprise units, and all employing local labour too!  

Source: Doorways, Save the Children, 1987
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Handout 5
The Cooking Pots By D, A Big Issue Poet

Once upon a time there was a very poor 

village where the people lived in need of

even the most basic things such as food and

clothes.  Life was very hard and the occasional

penny that was left over was so rare and such

a small amount that it was hardly worth saving.

After all, what use is one penny in a pot?  But

the people of this village did not mind being so

poor because they had a good wise ruler who

they knew would soon release them from their

poverty and bring them all food, fine clothes

and houses to live in.  For many years they

knew this and watched as their wise ruler got

on with running the country.  They waited

patiently for him to decide to give them their

rightful inheritance.  As they waited their chil-

dren grew stunted with hunger, their backs

grew bent with the toil and their bodies grew

weak with sickness.  “Soon”, they whispered,

“Soon we will be given what we have waited

so long for.”

Year after year, season after season, they wait-

ed to be given the life they deserved…until

one day, the wisp of a thought, the spirit of an

idea came and spoke to them. This idea said,

“Why wait to be given what you can create

yourselves?” But the people scoffed and said

“Don’t be so foolish!  What can we do when

we have so little.  What use is one penny in the

pot?”  “Ah!” said the idea, “But you have each

other, therefore you have knowledge, you

have unity and you have hundreds of pennies

in your pot!”  And so it was that the idea came

to live with them… A pot was placed in the

shack of one of the villagers and each day the

women of the village (for is it not always the

women who watch the pennies?) came and

put in anything they could spare, sometimes a

penny, sometimes two and sometimes nothing

at all.  It all depended on their luck of the day.

As they met in the shack they would gossip

and talk.  (For do not women always gossip

and talk?)  One would say “My little boy has

grown out of his shoes and I don’t know what

to do”.  To which another would say “My son

has just grown out of a pair which would fit

your boy, you may have them”.  A second

woman would say “The roof of my shack is

leaking and I don’t know how to mend it”, to

which another would reply, “I mended my roof

last week I’ll come and show you how”.

And so their knowledge and unity grew, as did

the money in the pot.  What had begun as one

person’s penny, lonely in the bottom of the pot

on the first day, soon multiplied and increased

a thousand fold as more people came to join

it.  When a woman came with a problem that

could not be solved by the other women, she

would be given money from the pot to pay for

any medicine or to buy food when she had

been robbed or whatever needed doing.  She

would pay the pot back little by little by saving

more carefully or working a little harder.  They

trusted each other because they helped each

other, and anyway they all knew each other,

so that any betrayal of trust would not go

unnoticed or unforgotten.  All this they had

done themselves.  All the thousands of pounds

in the pot was created by them with the spark

of an idea to set it going.

But now it was time for the idea to speak

again, “You have unity and knowledge and

you have the power of the money in the pot,

perhaps it’s time to give a little of that knowl-

edge to your ruler, it seems he is sorely in need

of it!!” The people frowned at this and said

”What can we possibly give our ruler that he

already doesn’t have?”. “But,” said the idea,

“each time you ask for a proper home your

ruler says that it cannot be done until more is



found out about the scale of the problem and

the shape of the solution. This is the knowledge

that only you have!”  So, the villagers went

from shack to shack, counting how many peo-

ple lived there and how much land there was.

Then they realised that because it was their 

village they knew exactly the number of 

people who were in need and precisely where

the solution could be built. So they took some

of the money from the pot and gave it to the

men with the skills and said “Help us to build 

a house”.  And with their knowledge of what

materials were best suited to the type of land,

and what people from the village needed

from a home, they built the perfect house.

One that they would all be happy to live in 

if it were theirs, rather than the type that their

ruler thought they would prefer.

Finally, the people went to their ruler and

asked for their homes to be built. The ruler 

listened because he had heard of these poor

people who had saved many thousands of

pounds; money was the one thing he really

respected.  But as usual he told them “No we

cannot just go ahead and build your houses,

as we do not yet know the scale of the prob-

lem or the shape of the solution, so it’s not that

simple”.  But the people replied ”Oh but it is

that simple.  We know the scale of the problem

and we know the shape of the solution”.  They

handed him their carefully tabulated statistics

and their perfectly drawn up plans along with

an invitation to come and view their beautiful

new house.  Well!!  What was the ruler to do

when faced with a rich group of people who

had done the work for him that he could never

have achieved alone? Suffice to say, the

houses were built.

I’m not going to say that they lived happily

ever after, because that would be just a fairy-

tale, but the villagers do have their own ideal

homes and their own food on the table and

their own clothes on their backs…. Which is

more than most of us can say!!  Oh, and this is

a TRUE story.

Source: 

www.theinclusivecity.org/resources/stories_main.htm
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Facilitator Sheet 4
Maslow’s hierarchy or ladder of
needs

Maslow argued that every person must have
certain needs met in order to be happy and
reach their full potential as human beings.
These range from basic survival needs to
needs for self-respect and being yourself.
If we don’t have our most basic needs met,
the chances of meeting the other needs are
pretty slim.

Survival:We cannot survive unless our physi-
cal need for air, food and shelter are met.

Safety: We all need to feel secure, to have
some level of stability in our lives and to live
free from fear.

Love and belonging:We all need love,
affection and friendship.

Esteem: We all need self-respect, a sense of
achievement and recognition from others.

Self-actualisation: If the above needs are 
fulfilled then we have a better chance to
grow, fulfill our dreams and reach our full
potential.

Self Actualization

Esteem

Love and Belonging

Safety

Survival

Source: Maslow, Abraham H., Motivation and Personality, 2nd edition, New York, Harper and Row,1970.



Facilitator Sheet 5
Brazil factfile

Geography

The South American country of Brazil is 
enormous, the fifth largest country in the 
world. It occupies almost half of the continent
and borders nearly every country on it. The 
climate varies from tropical to semi-desert 
interior areas.Most famously Brazil is home 
to the Amazon region with its huge rainforest.  
The Amazon is the world’s longest river and the
region contains 40% of the world’s remaining
tropical rainforest. The country’s main exports
include  iron, oil, soya beans, sugar, meat, air-
craft and cars.

History

There were an estimated five million 
indigenous Indians living in the region when
Portuguese explorers arrived in 1500.  The
Portuguese king began to send settlers,
claimed the territory and divided the coastal
areas into ‘captaincies’, which he gave to his
friends.The colonisers began to grow sugar
and to use the indigenous population as slaves
on their plantations.The capture and sale of
slaves soon became one of the country’s 
most lucrative trades. During the 17th Century,
African slaves replaced Indians on the planta-
tions and in the newly discovered gold mines.
Resistance to slavery was ongoing and com-
munities of runaway slaves were common. 
In 1822, the son of Portugal’s Prince Regent
declared Brazil independent. Busy fighting
Napoleon, the Portuguese could do nothing
and Brazil became independent without
bloodshed.  In 1888, the abolition of slavery 
was followed by a huge wave of immigration.
Italians, Germans and Japanese came to work
on the sugar and coffee plantations. In 1889, 
a military coup backed by rich coffee growers
precipitated almost 100 years of military rule.

Politics 

Despite military oppression, Brazil witnessed
the growth of popular movements of resist-

ance through the 1970s and 1980s. The people
won democracy in 1985 and a new demo-
cratic constitution in 1988.  The constitution
defines the civil rights of all citizens. In 2003 the
Worker’s Party came to power in Brazil.
Together with Russia, India and China  Brazil is
now one of the world’s rising economic pow-
ers - otherwise known as BRIC nations.
Although poverty has decreased considerably
(from 35.8% in 2003 to 21.4% in 2009), extreme
inequality in income and land distribution still
persist. In 2009 the poorest 10% of the popula-
tion owned just 1.2% of the wealth, while the
richest 10% owned 42.5%.  Additionally, 16 mil-
lion live in severe poverty. Much of Brazil’s
economic growth is based on increasing
exports of agricultural produce such as soy-
bean, sugar, and coffee which has meant that
tropical rainforest is still being cut down at an
alarming rate.  It has been recognized that it is
particularly Brazil’s indigenous (.4%) and Afro-
Brazilian population (more than 50%) who are
most marginalized and have benefitted the
least from economic growth. 

Daily life

Brazil has a population of 203 million people
speaking Portuguese and 130 indigenous 
languages.  While it has vast rural areas, huge
levels of industrialisation have lead to 87% of
people living in the cities. For a significant pro-
portion of the population daily life is a struggle
on less than $2 a day.  Where there is no work
in industry, construction or services, people try
to scratch out a living in street trading, shoe
shining and other forms of ‘informal’ work.
Many people live in the shantytowns or ‘fave-
las’, which surround most cities.  The spirit of
resistance is strong though.  Brazil’s poor and
marginalized indigenous and Afro-Brazilian
population have suffered centuries of
exploitation and oppression but continue to
fight for their rights.  So do millions of landless
peasants and workers. 

Sources: UN Human Development Report 2002;

Christian Aid, www.christianaid.org.uk; Movimento

dos Sem Terra (MST), www.mst.org; Latin America

Bureau, www.lab.org.uk
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Facilitator Sheet 6
Government housing policy

The most noticeable thing about govern-
ment housing policy is that it concentrates
on the idea of private ownership over all
other types of tenure.   Ireland has a high
rate of home ownership; almost 80% of all
permanent private households are in this
category.  In many other European coun-
tries it is more usual for many people to
rent, either privately or from voluntary
housing associations, and sometimes at
rent controlled rates.  In the Netherlands
for example 53% of people own their own
home whilst one third of all housing stock is
owned by Voluntary Housing
Associations1.  

In the 1940’s, 70% of all houses built were
built by Local Authorities, In 1985 this had
dropped but was still at 27%2.   During the
‘Celtic Tiger’ years there was a massive
increase in the numbers of houses built,
however the vast majority was private
rather than social housing3. Although 20%
of privately constructed housing stock was
intended for social and affordable hous-
ing through the Part V provision of the
Planning and Development Act 2000, less
than 3% was actually used in this way4.

During the boom house prices in Ireland
rose at unprecedented rates. Price hikes
meant large and sometimes spectacular
profits for investors and banks.  However
they also meant a huge increase in debt
for many homeowners. In August 2012 the
Central Bank of Ireland announced that
almost 130,000 mortgages are in arrears of
some kind, and there has been a large
increase in the number of homes repos-
sessed by lending institutions.5

There were about 230,000 vacant
dwellings around Ireland at the time of
Census 2011 while at the same time,
98,318 households on the waiting list for
social housing.    

Approximately 92,000 people in private
rented accommodation were in receipt of
state assistance to pay their rent (Rent
Supplement) in 2012. Since 2009 the gov-
ernment has significantly cut this subsidy,
contributing to homelessness and forcing
people into substandard accommoda-
tion (Focus Ireland, November 2012).
Although the State essentially diverts €500
million via rent supplement into the hands
of private landlords, there has been very
little pressure on them to maintain proper-
ties. In 2010 one in five rental properties
inspected failed to meet minimum legal
standards. In 2013 this minimum standard
will improve, but unless the levels of
inspections and prosecutions of rogue
landlords increases, tenants may continue
to lose out. 

Fewer than 10% of Irish households current-
ly live in social housing (Local Authority or
Voluntary Housing Association rental) and
it seems likely this figure may drop further.
Grant Aid to Voluntary Housing
Associations to fund house building has
largely been stopped and the Housing
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 has
effectively signalled the end of Local
Authority building programmes.  Instead
social housing in the future will be man-
aged through three party arrangements
involving Local Authorities, Private
Landlords and Tenants.  

Some urban housing estates, mainly in
Dublin but also in Limerick, have been
selected for ‘regeneration’ funded by
Public Private Partnership (PPP) through
which public land is handed over to pri-
vate developers in return for social
housing units and community facilities.  In
2008, the developer responsible for the
regeneration of a number of Dublin
estates pulled out of these partnerships
claiming the current economic climate
had rendered these projects “unvi-
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able”10.  

Although Dublin City Council at the time
committed to ensuring regeneration con-
tinued, there has been no progress to
date in these areas despite sustained pres-
sure from community organisations and
networks including the Tenants First
Movement.  The residents of another
estate earmarked for regeneration,
Dolphin’s House, have been campaigning
since 2010 about the appalling conditions
there, which include damp, mould and
sewage invasion, and claim the State is
currently in breach of its obligations under
the European Charter of Social Rights. 

•
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Facilitator Sheet 7
Quiz: the scale of the housing crisis
in Ireland and around the World
Ask participants to use their red and
yellow sheets of paper to answer true
or false for the following statements:

1 There are almost 50,000 families or 
households on the local authority housing
list in Ireland.

False. 
2012 figures show that there are approxi
mately 98,000 households on the waiting list 
for social housing. 

2 500 million people live in slums worldwide.

False. 
The figure is actually closer to one billion 
according to the UN. The number of people
living in slums and generally hazardous 
shelter keeps increasing as people move to 
the cities in search of work and better lives.

3 There are approximately 1,000 people 
homeless in Dublin.

False.
In the 2011 Census 2,375 homeless people 
were counted in the capital.

4 All homeless people live on the streets or 
in hostels and B&Bs.

False.
Being homeless means having no home. 
People may stay with family or friends, in 
a women’s refuge, in an abandoned car, 
in a camp or wherever they can find shelter.

5 Under the UN Declaration of Human Rights, 
everyone has the right to adequate 
accommodation.

True. 
Ireland and most other countries in the 
world have signed this declaration.

6 In Ireland local authorities are obliged to 
house the homeless. 

False.
Under the 1988 Housing Act local authorities
were given the power to assist people in 
finding accommodation but they are not 
obliged to house people.

7 In India hundreds of thousands of families 
live on the footpaths of cities.

True.
Many have moved from the countryside 
and find themselves with nowhere to live 
when they reach the city. They make shelter
out of whatever they can find on the street 
and are called pavement dwellers.

8 There are an estimated 40 million street 
children in Latin America.

True.
Many of these children run away from home
because of being abused or abandoned 
and others because there is no one at 
home who can look after them

9 Most of the world’s refugees find new 
homes in Europe.

False.
Almost 15% do. Most of the 15 million 
refugees in the world live either in temporary
accommodation (such as refugee camps) 
in their own countries or in neighbouring 
countries.

Facilitator Note: For more information on Brazil and India see Facilitator Sheet 6 and the Resource Guide
at the end of this workshop. For more information on refugees see Workshop 8. 
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