Resource Guide
Educational Resources

The Gender Agenda. Gender Training
Network, 1999. Contains practical information
for undertaking gender work in community
development and development education
(Available from Community Action Network).
Making Connections: Women Developing
Links for Change. Banulacht, 1994.
I know why the Caged Bird Sings. Maya
Angelou (1997). London, Virago Press.
The Colour Purple. Alice Walker (1983).
London, The Women’s Press.

Excepts from the above two novels can provide
useful and thought provoking readings. The Colour
Purple has also provided the basis for a movie by the
same name, directed by Steven Spieldberg.

The Oxfam Gender Training Manual. Oxfam,
1995.

Being a Man. Patrick Fanning & Matthew
McKay, New Harbinger Publications Inc., 1993.
US published manual for working with men
from a gender equality perspective.

Video Resources

Taking Liberties. Scripted and produced by
women working with the North Leitrim
Women’s Centre, 2004. (contact 071 9856220).
To Beijing and Back. Irish Women and the 4th
UN World Conference on Women. Esperanza
Productions/NCDE, 1995.

Useful Contacts

Full address details at the end of the book.

Banulacht carries out educational, campaigning, lobbying and policy work on issues
affecting women in Ireland and in the South.
Women’s Aid: www.womensaid.ie

Women’s Human Rights Alliance is an alliance
of organisations - including Banulacht,
Women’s Aid and the National Women’s
Council - which is challenging inequalities
affecting women in Ireland through a feminist
human rights approach.
National Women’s Council of Ireland:
www.nwci.ie

Comhlamh: Development Workers in Global
Solidarity: www.comhlamh.org

Women’s Education Research and Resource
Centre (WERRC), UCD: www.ucd.ie/werrc
National Development Plan Gender Equality
Unit: www.ndpgenderequality.ie

Further Reading

Global Woman: Nannies, Maids and Sex
Workers in the New Economy. Barbara
Ehrenreich and Arlie Russell Hochschold,
London, Granta, 2003.

Masculinities. R.W. Connell, Oxford, Blackwell
Publications, 1995. This book looks at
masculinities from a historic perspective and
from the perspective of psychoanalysts and
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Workshop 7

The Drugs Trail

Introducing the Topic

Drug misuse and its attendant problems have
been an issue for urban communities in Ireland
for many years. This is a problem shared by
many communities across the world. The
subject of drugs is an emotive one, especially
where the problems of misuse are very visible.
The illegal drugs ‘industry’ is enormous. The
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC) estimate that criminal proceeds are
likely to have amounted to around $2.1 Trillion
or 3.6% of global GDP in 2009 alone1. UN figures
indicate that about 200 million people use illicit
drugs at least once in any given year. It is also
estimated that there are between 16 and 38
million problem drug users worldwide. Legal
drugs such as tobacco, alcohol and prescription drugs also represent huge profits to
multinational corporations and tax revenue to
governments. However, many social and
health problems are also caused by the misuse
of these drugs. And while drug misuse affects
all strata of society, its deepest effects are felt
in the poorest and most marginalised communities. The 2011 UN World Drug Report found
that Ireland has one of the highest levels of
drugs-related deaths in the EU2.

Over one and a half million people in the poor
South American Andean Amazon region
alone are thought to be dependent on coca
production (the main ingredient in cocaine)
for their livelihood. However, the peasants who
cultivate the leaf reap only 1% of the
profit of the trade and even the Latin
American drug cartels only reap 13-25% of the
profit.24 So just who is benefiting from the global
drugs trade and what’s stopping farmers from
making a living in some other way.

Aim of Workshop

The aim of this chapter is to give participants an
opportunity to explore the use of drugs in their
community in a wider social context and to
examine some underlying causes of both the
production of illegal drugs and their misuse.

Facilitator note: This workshop contains a lot
of activity and its fast pace may not suit every
group. You could consider breaking the workshop into two parts.

Objectives

To enable participants to

• Reflect on the differences and similarities of
legal and illegal drugs
• Explore the nature and causes of drug
misuse in their own community

• Gain an insight into the global supply chain
of illegal drugs

• Understand some of the development issues
involved in the production of illegal drugs in
the Global South
• Consider possible solutions to the drug
misuse issue

Materials Needed for Workshop
• Flipchart and markers

• Drawing paper and pencils felt tip pens/
colouring pencils or paint, etc.

• Enlarged copy of the world map, page 183
• Handout 15
• Handout 16

• Two copies of Facilitator Sheet 18

• Several coloured stickers for everyone
• Two large sheets of blank paper
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Workshop in Summary

Workshop in Detail

1. Introduction and opening
exercise

1. Introduction and opening exercise

5 mins

Explain the purpose of the session. Ask people
what they like to do to have a good time.

5 mins

2. Brainstorm: ‘drugs’

2. Brainstorm: drugs
3. Legal, illegal, good, bad and
dangerous drugs
4. Small group activity: drugs in your

Brainstorm ‘drugs’ on a sheet of flipchart
paper and then pin it up. People may focus on
illegal drugs. For now just leave it to the group
without adding anything yourself.

5. Break

3. Legal, illegal, good, bad and
dangerous drugs

20 mins

community
25 mins
20 mins

6. World map: where are drugs coming
from?
10 mins

7. Small group activity: mapping out
the drugs trail
15 mins

8. Handout 15: supply and demand
10 mins

9. Role play: who’s responsible?
30 mins

10. Handout 16: Marco’s story
10 mins

11. Taking action: ranking exercise responses to the drugs issue
25 mins

12. Closing exercise
5 mins

Total: 3 hours
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Using two large sheets of paper ask the group
to list all the drugs they can think of under the
headings legal and illegal. You could do this
on the floor or on a wall; ask participants to
gather around. If the group does not mention
drugs such as alcohol, tobacco, caffeine or
medicines such as painkillers, anti-biotics, etc.,
you should prompt them. Some people may
reject the idea that alcohol or caffeine is a
drug. If so you could give people a definition
of the term such as the one by Galen that
defines a drug as a substance which acts
on the body to bring about a change,
as opposed to food which increases the
substance of the body.

Give each participant some yellow and some
blue stickers and ask them to place a yellow
sticker beside the names of drugs they think
are generally good and a blue one beside
those they think are generally bad. Lastly ask
them to place a red sticker beside those they
see as most dangerous. Discuss differences in
viewpoints – for example that heroin is dangerous while alcohol is not. It might be useful to
point out that tobacco is the most dangerous
drug in terms of the deaths it causes. Ask
people to identify who makes money from
legal drugs and from illegal drugs.

4. Small group activity

Divide participants into groups of four and ask
them to discuss these questions. Are drugs a
problem in this community? What drugs?
How? What is their impact? Give each group
some flipchart paper and ask them to draw
how they see the impact on the person, the
family and the community. Encourage them
to use pictures and symbols, though they can
of course use words as well. What do you think
are the causes of this problem? Allow groups
to feedback on the whole exercise. Note on
the flipchart the causes as people see them
and pin this up for use later.

5. Break
6. World map

Place a map of the world on the floor or wall.
Ask participants to gather around and identify
where they think illicit drugs are being produced and coming from. Using Facilitator
Sheets 15 & 16 outline the main drug producing
regions in the world. Explain that you will focus
on cocaine, which comes from the leaves of
the coca plant grown mainly in regions of
Colombia, Peru and Bolivia by small farmers.

7. Small group activity

In small groups ask participants to list all of the
people they think are involved in the illegal
drug trade and to draw their own drug trail –
a roadmap from a user in Ireland to the South
American farmer, (for example street dealers,
drug traffickers in Ireland, South American
drug cartels).

8. Handout 15: Supply and demand

Distribute Handout 15: Supply and Demand
and read it. Discuss who is making the money
along the trail.

9. Role play: who’s responsible?

The role play is designed to give people an
insight into some of the different players in the
illegal drug trade and to discuss their different
levels of power and responsibility. Read the
instructions for the role play on Facilitator Sheet
16 carefully beforehand.

10. Reading: Marco’s Story

Distribute copies of Handout 16. Ask for a volunteer to read the story or otherwise read out
the story yourself. Ask people for their responses to the story - in particular, do people see
any similarities between Marco’s story and
experiences in their own community? The
story mentions that parents have discussed
changes that need to take place outside the
favelas. What do participants think these
changes might be?

11. Taking action: ranking exercise

Divide the group into two and give each smaller group a copy of the ranking statements on
Facilitator Sheet 18 and a sheet of flipchart
paper. Ask each group to arrange the statements in order of importance as they see it on
the flipchart. When they are satisfied they
have ranked them in the way they want they
can stick the statements on with blue-tack.
Get each group to pin up their list and feedback on why they ranked them in this way.
Ask the group to choose one or two of the
ranking statements and discuss what actions
they can take around these issues. For example the group may decide to lobby ministers
or TDs with letters or to get involved with a
campaign around trade justice issues (see
Resource Guide).

12. Closing exercise

Do a round of the group asking people to
share something new they learned today.
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Ideas for Action

❂ Find out more about the lives of people in
Peru, Bolivia and Colombia and other parts
of Latin America by inviting a speaker from
the Latin America Solidarity Centre or other
campaigning group.

❂ Take them on a tour of your area and
give them an insight into the drugs issue in
your community. This is something the group
may need to prepare for beforehand.

Staff and participants in LYCS have hosted
visits and shared experiences with people
from Colombia, Brazil and Chiapas in Mexico.
❂ Map out the activities and facilities
available to young people in the area
and identify the gaps.

❂ Conduct or organise a survey of young
people in your area to find out their attitudes
towards drugs and the alternative activities
available to them in the area. You could
present these findings to local community
and youth groups, politicians and agencies.
LYCS Youth Programme organised such a
survey, which was conducted with local
young people by local young people. The
findings were presented to the Minister for
Children and used to strengthen calls for
more resources for local youth.

❂ Organise an exhibition depicting the
drugs trail from South America to Ireland,
as well as the lives of the coca farmers and
the possibilities for alternatives.

❂ Find out more and get involved in campaigns for Trade Justice which are trying to
lobby the Government to make world trade
more fair and give farmers like those in the
Andean Amazon region an opportunity to
develop viable alternative livelihoods.
❂ Find out more and get involved in campaigns on the activities of the Multi-National
Pharmaceutical companies in the developing world such as the over pricing of life
saving drugs, the use of illegal clinical trials
and the dumping of banned medicines.
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❂ Find out more and get involved in
campaigns on the negative impact of the
IMF’s Structural Adjustment Programmes
(now called Poverty Reduction
Programmes) on the poor in Latin America.
For some basic details on the IMF see
Workshop 2 Life and Debt.

Exploring Things Further

There are many questions surrounding the drugs
issue which could be explored further such as:
• Why some drugs are legal and others illegal,
some socially acceptable and some not?
• What are the responses of different
governments to issues of drug misuse
and how well are they working?
You and your group could also

• Explore the impact of drug misuse on the
individual, the family and the wider
community.

• Discuss Ireland’s ‘drink culture’
(advantages, disadvantages, causes, etc).

• Explore some of the criticisms of the activities
of pharmaceutical companies in the Global
South (such as the high prices charged
for life saving drugs or the dumping of
medicines that have been banned in
industrialised countries).
• Explore the question of promotion,
advertising and marketing of legal drugs
such as alcohol,tobacco, over the counter
drugs and prescription drugs such as
anti-depressants.

• Explore in greater depth the lives of people
in Peru, Bolivia and Colombia (see Resource
Guide) and the development of their
reliance on coca production .
• Find out more about the issues facing the
favela communities in South American
cities.

Note: these figures date from 2,000. Accurate figures are notorioiusly difficultto find because prices are variable. The tendency in recent years is for prices to fall.
However while current prices will be lower than those printed here, the proportions relating to who gets what share remain relevant.

Handout 15

Supply and Demand
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Handout 16

Marco’s Story

M

arco lives in the Vila Prudente – a shanty
town (or favela) in Sao Paulo in Brazil.
His mother works as a cleaner for two families
in a wealthy part of the city. Marco’s father
lost his job in an ice cream factory when new
machinery was introduced. He looked for
other work but without skills he found it
impossible to find anything. Some days he
just sits inside the house but often the noise
from the four youngest children drives him out
into the street. On these days he ends up in
the bar with his friends. When he returns home
there is often a row between him and Marco’s
mother about money.

Marco has now left school to try and earn
some money. He goes out onto the main
road, which runs by the favela. At the traffic
lights he washes the windscreens of cars
waiting in the traffic. Some drivers pay him.
Others simply drive off when the lights change.
Sometimes he tries to sell gum and peanuts to
the drivers but often the cars are travelling too
fast to stop.

In the evening Marco meets up with his friends.
They fly kites they have made themselves from
rubbish. Marco knows there is drug dealing
going on in the favela. He sees the men
gathered in doorways. Sometimes the police
swoop into the area. Marco and his friends
signal with their kites if they see the police
approaching. They earn a little money this
way. Marco has now been offered money
to deliver the drugs to different people in the
favela. He knows he could earn more money
than his parents could ever hope to.
A group of parents has been meeting to discuss the drug problem, which they see as the
result of poverty, unemployment and the lack
of facilities for young people. As one woman
argued “if you have no money, no job and
you are young, you can be tempted to rob
or push drugs”. In Sao Paulo more people are
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involved in distributing and selling drugs than
are in the car industry, which employs forty
thousand people. Many people hooked on
crack cocaine become involved with drug
traffickers to supply themselves with the drug.

Now the group of parents has to decide how
best they can deal with the problems of drugs
in their area. Suggestions include setting up a
place for young people to meet for recreation
and for providing some kind of training to
young people who have left school early.
The training might be in carpentry or electrical
skills, which would help them to earn an
income. The parents have also talked about
the changes, which need to take place
outside the favela.

Adapted from ‘Open Veins of Latin America’, Latin
America Week 2000, Latin America Solidarity Centre.

Facilitator Sheet 14

Coca production and the
cocaine trade
•

•

•

•

•

The coca leaf (from which cocaine is
made) has been chewed by people in
Latin America for centuries to stave off
pain hunger and tiredness. It is seen by
many as a sacred plant with many
medicinal uses.

The small-scale production of coca for
traditional local consumption only developed in to a highly organized cocaine
business in the 20th Century. As a result
coca growing has expanded throughout
large areas of Peru, Bolivia and Colombia. •
Much of the illegal trade in cocaine now
passes through Mexico.
It has been a key source of income and
employment in a part of the world where
many people live in deep poverty.
However Latin America only reaps a small
percentage of the retail value of the trade
and the peasant farmers only about 1%.
Hence the crop does not alleviate the
poverty in which they live. Even the profits
made by Latin American drug cartels are
expatriated to bank accounts in Miami,
•
the Cayman Islands, Panama and other
Tax havens
Coca is an easy crop to produce. The
plant thrives on steep mountains and in
poor soil and produces 3-4 yields of leaves
each year, depending on the variety and
climate. The production of cocaine is not
difficult. Most of the chemicals involved
are easily obtained legally.

Coca eradication programmes sponsored
by the US government have not succeeded in eradicating cocaine. Coca is grown
in remote mountainous areas making manual eradication difficult. The US has
experimented with spraying herbicides
•
from the air. But these herbicides have
destroyed other crops, poisoned lakes,
streams and livestock and caused serious

health problems for the people who live in
the area, (including dermatogical and respiratory problems as well as temporary
blindness in children). The lives of 1.5 million
people in the Andean-Amazon region are
directly dependant on coca cultivation. Thus
the economic situation of poor communities
has meant that eradication in one area just
shifts the problem to another and coca production continues to be relatively stable
there. Even though there has been some
decrease in land use for coca it has not
affected world supply of cocaine as seen by
the falling price for the product.

Alternatives to coca production

Farmers will continue to grow coca as long
as it remains the source of a guaranteed
income. The best way to reduce coca production is one that makes growing other
crops or non-agricultural work more viable.
This can only succeed with proper infrastructure (roads, water, electricity), technical
assistance, a guaranteed supply of seeds
and fertilisers and financial support. In the
past the coca crop has been eradicated
before another crop has established an
alternative income for farmers.

The European Union has supported programmes aimed at encouraging farmers to
voluntarily end coca growing through crop
substitution. These work by providing agricultural and industrial assistance as well as
support in the creation of health centres and
electricity and drinking water supplies.
However critics argue that cash cropping or
growing vast quantities of a crop for the
export market encourages the consolidation
of land into fewer hands as bigger landowners buy out small farmers. Farmers stop
growing food crops and more food must be
imported. Income from cash cropping is vulnerable to price fluctuations on the world
market and coca remains a safer bet for a
secure livelihood.
The US has concentrated on a military
approach to fight what they call the ‘war on
drugs’. Colombia is one of the largest recipi-
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ents of US military aid, receiving around $7 billion in military and anti-drug-operations aid
since 1999. Many of the brigades of the
Colombian Army that receive this aid have
themselves been accused of drug trafficking
and have been involved in serious human
rights abuses. Critics argue that the policy is in
reality a counter insurgency (anti-guerrilla) policy aimed at defeating left wing guerilla
movements rather than an anti-drugs strategy.
While coca is grown in some areas controlled
by guerillas, they do not control the production of cocaine and its global distribution. Even
if the guerillas were defeated, farmers would
continue to grow coca because there is no
viable alternative. The military brigades
involved in the drug trade would continue to
do likewise. Critics say that ultimately the war
on drugs has been a complete failure and the
alternative is to turn military spending into
development spending.

The role of the IMF, World Bank and
World Trade Organisation

The countries of Latin America, struggling to
repay their national debts, have adopted IMF
Structural Adjustment Programmes over
recent years. These programmes involve the
‘opening up’ of economies to international
investment (dropping trade tariffs on imported
goods, cutting government subsidies on
locally produced goods and privatising state
services and industries) lowering taxes and
cutting funding of public services such as
health and education. In return their debts
are rescheduled and/or new loans are given.

According to the WTO, placing taxes on
imported goods in order to ensure that they
do not undercut the price of local goods or
the subsidising of local goods is a barrier to
free trade. When the agricultural sector in
Colombia was ‘opened up’ in the 1990’s, the
country was flooded with cheap grains from
the US. Colombian farmers found they could
not sell their produce since it was more expensive than imports. The result was a collapse in
the whole agricultural sector. At the same time
user fees were being introduced for schools
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and for healthcare. During the same period
coca cultivation in Colombia grew hugely.

Despite the WTO rules and the push to get
poorer countries to drop protective tariffs and
subsidies , the US and EU (through the Common
Agricultural Policy) continue to provide their
agricultural sector with massive subsidies (see
Workshop 2 Life and Debt for more information
on the IMF, World Bank and WTO).

“[the drug trade] is intimately linked to poverty,
inequitable land distribution, conflict and
unjust international trade which deny communities the opportunity to make a decent living
by legal means.”
Andy Atkins: In Trocaire Development Review
Journal, 1996

Sources: Open Veins of Latin America. Latin
America Week 2000; www.trocaire.ie; www.waronwant.org; Latin American Bureau; No-nonsense
Guide to Globalisation.

Facilitator Sheet 15
Colombia fact-file
Geography

Colombia is located in the northern tip of South
America. Its population of 45 million is a mixture of
indigenous Indian, European and African descent.
The vast majority of people speak Spanish, though
there are also over 90 indigenous languages spoken.
Colombia is the fourth largest country in South
America and has coasts on both the Pacific and the
Caribbean. It has an equatorial climate, is home to
parts of the Andes Mountains and the Amazon River
and has considerable rain forest. Colombia’s major
exports include oil, coal, coffee, nickel cut flowers,
gold, bananas.

History

The area that became Colombia was inhabited for
many centuries by indigenous Indians including the
Tayrona, Sinu, Muisca and Quimbaya tribes. The
Spanish first arrived in 1499 and by 1530 much of
present day Colombia had been conquered by
them. The indigenous people originally tolerated the
Spanish but rebelled when the colonists began to
enslave them and take their lands. Independence
was achieved in 1810 under the leadership of Simon
Bolivar.

Since independence Colombia has been racked by
periods of conflict and civil war. The years between
1948 and 1958 were known as La Violencia (the violence) during which close to 300,000 Colombians
died while the Conservative and Liberal parties battled it out for power. This period came to an end
after the signing of the agreement of the National
Front in which the Liberal and Conservative parties
agreed to alternate power every 4 years. However,
this period gave rise to the formation of left wing
guerrilla movements and peasant self-defence
groups in 1964 (FARC and the ELN) that began fighting for greater equality in a country where most of
the population lived in desperate poverty. In
response right wing paramilitary were set up by the
government under a decree in 1965 and Law 48 of
1968.

Following a decline in the value of coffee exports,
drugs were seen as a lucrative alternative source of
wealth. Coca was processed by new ‘narcotics
landowners’ who sponsored right wing paramilitaries
to direct force against anyone opposing the emerging drug cartels.

Politics

The conflict in Colombia is ongoing and can only be
understood in the context of its socio-economic
roots. Colombia is an enormously unequal country
in an enormously unequal continent. Just 0.1% of all
rural landowners own 47% of all rural lands whilst 2.4
million farmers live on and own just 3.3% of all the
rural land. According to the Colombian government’s own figures 45.5% of the population live in
poverty on less than 100 euros a month and 16.4%
live in extreme poverty on less than 40 euros a
month.

Guerrilla groups who claim to fight for the interests of
the poor continue to fight the closely linked military
and right wing paramilitary groups. Colombia is one
of the most dangerous countries in the world. The
homicide rate stands at approximately 25,000 per
year. Figures for deaths in combat are difficult to
calculate accurately.

According to human rights organizations, right wing
paramilitary groups were responsible for 70% of
human rights abuses in Colombia and receive support from the army and police. Paramilitary targets
include human rights workers, trade unionists and
peasants suspected of supporting left wing guerrillas
as well as street children and other marginalized
groups. More recently the army is seen as increasingly responsible for abuses since the supposed
demobilization of many paramilitary groups.
Since the 1990s the Colombian economy has undergone radical World Bank/IMF led liberalization.
Many industries and public services have been privatised , subsidies have been eliminated, interest
rates have been raised and public services cut.
Although Colombia is seen as an economic success
in terms of steady growth rates, it is the only major
country in Latin America in which the gap between
rich and poor has increased in recent years, according to a 2010 Washington Post analysis. Additionally
its poverty reduction rate has lagged behind most
other major Latin American economies.

Since the 1990s the Colombian economy has undergone radical World Bank/IMF led liberalization.
Many industries and public services have been privatised , subsidies have been eliminated, interest
rates have been raised and public services cut.
Although Colombia is seen as an economic success
in terms of steady growth rates, it is the only major
country in Latin America in which the gap between
rich and poor has increased in recent years, according to a 2010 Washington Post analysis. Add
Additionally its poverty reduction rate has lagged
behind most other major Latin American
economies3.
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Daily life

Daily life in Colombia depends largely on what
region you live in and what social class you are from.
There is huge diversity of lifestyles and culture, from
those of indigenous tribes in the Amazon, AfroColombians in the Pacific rainforests and the
majority of mixed race ‘mestizos’ who live in cities
along the Andean highlands. Many richer
Colombians have close cultural ties with the US and
Europe through migration and travel. Poor
Colombians however (30% live below the international poverty line), struggle to survive
unemployment (9%) or underemployment. Many
people are underemployed, working in the informal
sector, e.g. which includes anything from street trading to drug trafficking. Despite these challenges,
Colombia is renowned for its vibrant and diverse culture. At almost any time a festival is happening in
Colombia and tourist numbers to this scenic country
are rising.
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Facilitator Sheet 16

Role play – who’s responsible?
The aim of this role play is to explore the issue
of responsibility in the global drug trade.

The scene

A courtroom. A number of people are to be
questioned by a panel of judges, in order to
decide who is responsible for the sale of
cocaine on the streets of Ireland to young
people.

John O’Reilly has been arrested in possession
of e10,000 worth of cocaine and in the act of
dealing. He will be the first to take the stand.
In his defence his lawyer has called the other
witnesses.
Getting ready

Ask 2-3 participants to volunteer to play the
part of judges. The judges will need a copy of
each of the role cards in order to prepare
questions. Divide the remaining participants
into four groups. Give each group a role card
and explain that they can now assume the
identity of that person and should prepare
arguments for their defence. Each group
should nominate one person to take the stand
in the role of the character. The judges can
cross-examine them for a maximum of three
minutes. At the end the judges must pass their
judgement – who do they think is responsible
and why?

Notes for the leader:

• Your role is to observe and note anything you
think is interesting. Keep an eye on time and
keep things moving.
• Do not intervene unless you think it’s
necessary.

• Role plays can bring up strong feelings in
people. It is important that at the end you
invite the whole group to comment on their
feelings and reactions to what happened and
to acknowledge that they are no longer in
role. You should also discuss who they feel is
guilty and why and what insights they may
have gained. You should mention things you
have noted if they have not already been.

• The goal is not necessarily to come to any
conclusion but to gain an insight into the many
and complex dynamics contributing to the
drug trade.
• You may have to explain terms such as
the IMF (International Monetary Fund). See
Workshop 2 Life and Debt for an explanation.
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The characters
John O’Reilly – Drug Dealer from Dublin or
other Irish city or town

In court for possession of cocaine with a
street value of €10,000, John is an addict
himself. He dropped out of school at 12
years of age and since then has spent most
of his days on the streets. His parents both
have drug and alcohol problems too. He
has been in trouble before for petty theft.
This is his first serious offence.
Pedro – a small farmer in Theandes, Peru,
with a wife and eight children

Pedro grows coca and has been doing so
since 1984 when he could no longer get
enough money to support his wife and
family through coffee production. Coca is
a hardy fast-growing plant that can yield
several harvests each year. As an average
coca farmer Pedro can earn $100 a month.
This enables him to send two of the children
to secondary school and to invest a little
money in machinery for the farm. Without
the coca plant, Pedro and his family risk
hunger.
Manuel Garcia – Drug dealer in Peru

Manuel runs a processing factory that
refines the coca plant into cocaine ready
for export. He has several hundred small
farmers working for him in producing coca
plants. He pays the farmers more than they
would get from other crops. The refined
cocaine is exported mainly to North
America and Europe. Manuel lodges
some of the money he makes in a bank
in Miami, Florida.
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President of Peru

Successive presidents have implemented
International Monetary Fund plans to
rescue the economy from debt and high
inflation. This policy has accelerated the
poverty of the Peruvian population. Of the
total population of 29 million, nearly 39% live
below the national poverty line. Against this
backdrop the production of coca thrives.
With falling prices for other crops, the coca
plant offers the best hope of a livelihood to
many poor farmers. The export of semiprocessed cocaine brings $2 billion in to the
country annually. Although successive presidents have pledged to fight the illegal drug
trade, corruption in the legal and law
enforcement agencies largely prevents this.
The US is giving Peru military aid for the war
on drugs and opposes decriminalisation of
the trade.

Adapted from ‘Open Veins of Latin America’, Latin
America Week 2000, Latin America Solidarity Centre.

Facilitator Sheet 17

Ranking exercise statements
Give copies of all nine statements to each small group. You will need to photocopy them and
cut them up beforehand or print the statements on to strips of flipchart paper. Ask participants
to rank the statements in order of importance – i.e. to place at the top the most important
policy to effectively reduce the drug trade. Discuss differences between the rankings. Are
there other policies participants think would be more effective in reducing the drugs trade?

Increase the sentences for drug offenders
Support alternative development programmes for peasant farmers
to enable them to make a living from other crops
Address the causes of drug misuse in Europe and the US
Make drug use a social rather than a criminal issue
Publicise the risks of drug taking more effectively
Reduce the gap between rich and poor in the growing countries
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Notes & References
1

Estimating Illicit Financial Flows Resulting
from Drug Trafficking and Other
Transnational Organized Crimes

http://www.unodc.org/documents/dataand-analysis/Studies/Illicit_financial_flows_
2011_web.pdf

2

UNODC World Drug Report 2011

3

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wpdyn/
content/article/2010/04/18/AR201004180
3090.html

http://www.unodc.org/documents/dataand-analysis/WDR2011/WDR2011-web
.pdf

page 109 Connecting Communities

page 110 Connecting Communities

page 111 Connecting Communities

